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Reptiles	include	any	cold-blooded	vertebrate	of	the	class	Reptilia,	comprising	the	turtles,	snakes,	lizards,	crocodilians,
amphisbaenians,	tuatara,	and	various	extinct	members	including	the	dinosaurs.

Amphibians	include	any	cold-blooded	vertebrate	of	the	class	Amphibia,	comprising	frogs	and	toads,	newts	and
salamanders,	and	caecilians,	the	larvae	being	typically	aquatic,	breathing	by	gills,	and	the	adults	being	typically
semiterrestrial,	breathing	by	lungs	and	through	the	moist,	glandular	skin.

Reptiles	are	defined	as	any	of	various	cold-blooded	vertebrates	of	the	class	Reptilia,	having	skin	covered	with	scales	or
horny	plates,	breathing	air	with	lungs,	and	usually	having	a	three-chambered	heart.	Unlike	amphibians,	whose	eggs	are
fertilized	outside	the	female	body,	reptiles	reproduce	by	eggs	that	are	fertilized	inside	the	female.	Though	once	varied,
widespread,	and	numerous,	reptilian	lineages,	including	the	pterosaurs,	ichthyosaurs,	plesiosaurs,	and	dinosaurs,	have
mostly	become	extinct	(though	birds	are	living	descendants	of	dinosaurs).	The	earliest	reptiles	were	the	cotylosaurs	(or
stem	reptiles)	of	the	late	Mississippian	or	early	Pennsylvanian	Period,	from	which	mammals	evolved.	Modern	reptiles
include	crocodiles,	snakes,	turtles,	and	lizards.

An	amphibian	can	be	defined	as	a	cold-blooded,	smooth-skinned	vertebrate	of	the	class	Amphibia.	Amphibians	hatch	as
aquatic	larvae	with	gills	and,	in	most	species,	then	undergo	metamorphosis	into	four-legged	terrestrial	adults	with
lungs	for	breathing	air.	The	eggs	of	amphibians	are	fertilized	externally	and	lack	an	amnion.	Amphibians	evolved	from
lobe-finned	fish	during	the	late	Devonian	Period	and	include	frogs,	toads,	newts,	salamanders,	and	caecilians.

Amphibians,	not	quite	fish	and	not	quite	reptiles,	were	the	first	vertebrates	to	live	on	land.	These	cold-blooded	animals
spend	their	larval	stage	in	water,	breathing	through	their	gills.	In	adulthood	they	usually	live	on	land,	using	their	lungs
to	breath	air.	This	double	life	is	also	at	the	root	of	their	name,	amphibian,	which,	like	many	scientific	words,	derives
from	Greek.	The	Greek	prefix	amphi-	means	"both,"	or	"double,"	and	the	Greek	word	bios	means	"life."	Both	these
elements	are	widely	used	in	English	scientific	terminology:	bios,	for	example,	is	seen	in	such	words	as	biology,
antibiotic,	and	symbiotic.

Source	URL:http://extinction.in/hi/node/16

����
[1]	http://extinction.in/hi/node/16	[2]	http://extinction.in/hi/user/login?destination=group/node/16/subscribe/og_group_ref

http://extinction.in/
http://extinction.in/hi
http://extinction.in/hi/node/16
http://extinction.in/hi/user/login?destination=group/node/16/subscribe/og_group_ref
http://extinction.in/hi/node/16
http://extinction.in/hi/node/16
http://extinction.in/hi/user/login?destination=group/node/16/subscribe/og_group_ref

